HISTORY TOLD FROM  WORDS.       19

one understands to mean pious or sentimental words
which the person who says them does not really
mean, was first used in this way by the Royalists
to describe the sayings of the Parliament men who
were much given to preaching and the singing of
psalms. Before that time the word cant had meant
a certain kind of singing, and also the whining
sound beggars sometimes made.

In the eighteenth century, when Parliament was
divided into two great parties, their names were
given to them in the same way. The Tories were
so called from the name given to some very wild,
almost savage, people who lived in the bog lands of
Ireland; and the name Whigs was given by the
Tories, and came from a Scotch word, Whigamore,
the name of some very fierce Protestants in the
south of Scotland. At first these names were; just
words of abuse, but they came to be the regular
names of the two parties, and people forgot all
about their first meanings.

The great growth in the power of the peoples of
Europe since the French Revolution has brought
about great changes in the way these countries are
governed. It was the French Revolution which led
to the widespread opinion that all the people in a
nation should help in the government. It was in
writing on these subjects that English writers bor-
rowed the words aristocrat and democrat from the
French writers. Aristocracy comes from an old
Greek word meaning the rule of the few; but the